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1875, with the growth of Trade Unionism among the skilled
workers, standard rates came into being for a considerable
number of additional trades, and there was a greater tendency
towards uniformity of wages for men working under similar
conditions in the same area. Unskilled workers, on the other
hand, were hardly touched by Trade Unionism between the
collapse of the Grand National in 1834 and the sudden growth
of new Unions in the early 'seventies; and this latter movement
did not last long enough or establish itself firmly enough to
secure and maintain recognized standard rates of wages for the
main body of unapprenticed workers.
Bearing these limitations in mind, we can get some sort of
idea of the movement of wages among the more skilled types
of workers in particular industries. Builders' wages seem to
have risen above the level of 1850 by rather over 30 per cent in
1870, and by about 40 per cent in 1875. Engineers and ship-
builders, on the other hand, raised their rates on the average
by only about 16 per cent up to 1870, and 30 per cent up to
1875. In both these groups the struggles of the early societies
resulted in a substantial reduction of the working day, the
engineers winning the Nine Hours Day after the North-East
Coast strike of 1872, and the builders speedily following their
lead in a series of local movements up and down the country.
In the cotton trades wages rose a good deal faster, by wrell over
one-third before 1870, and by two-thirds before 1875. Eor the
woollen trades figures are scantier, and standard rates were less
generally observed; but it seems probable that the average rise
was about 25 per cent by 1870, and 33 per cent five years later.
Printers' wages rose much less, from a higher initial level: the
total rise up to 1875 was hardly more than 20 per cent.
There remain two groups, the miners and the agricultural
labourers, whose fortunes during the period are of special
interest. Agricultural wages had fallen substantially in the
'forties, whereas on the whole the skilled craftsmen had secured
advances. By 1860 the agricultural labourers were getting on
the average rather over 20 per cent increases over the wages of
1850, and by 1870 nearly 30 per cent. Then came the great
movement of re-organization headed by Joseph Arch; and by
1875 average wages were about 55 per cent above the 1850